Dear  ……………… :

I am writing to express my concern of the proposed clean up plan for the contaminated (Raymark waste) properties in Stratford.  I have resided at………………in Stratford, where I live with my……………...  We were attracted to this neighborhood as a result of the growing number of families with young children locating here.  We have recently been made aware of the current deliberations regarding the cleanup of various toxic waste sites located throughout town.  As we have learned, a final decision, basically to dig up, relocate, and consolidate the waste into one of three neighborhoods in town, is in our near future. 

As a parent and community member, I am horrified at the thought of digging, relocating, and dumping toxic waste into my residential neighborhood, or ANY neighborhood in the town of Stratford.  There are many concerns I have regarding this process.  I question the safety and impacts of this plan on our health, especially the health of our young children.  The EPA has already expressed concern of managing this process. How will they control 100% of the asbestos, lead, or PCB’s that may become airborne through the digging or transporting this toxic waste through town?  Would you demand anything less if your family/children were involved?  I also question the routes these thousands of trucks carrying toxic waste would travel.  With no guarantees of controlling the dust or noise pollution of the trucks, there would appear to be NO safe road to travel, especially down our residential streets.  I am also concerned with the impact the newly consolidated waste site will have on the groundwater.  If contamination has already been detected (more specifically, VOCs coming up through our basement areas), how will a higher concentration of toxic waste effect the areas and homes surrounding the site?  Will the town pay for testing and ventilation systems in all of our homes to ensure safe air quality?

Plainly, the estimated two-year process of moving truckloads of toxic waste through town puts the entire town population at risk.  With the immediate and long-term impacts on our health, businesses, and home life, is this really a decision anyone would allow to go on in their town?  It is impossible to monitor all residential areas as thousands of toxic truckloads barrel through town.  Yet, the representatives of this town are willing to sign off on it?  NO family should have the town of Stratford, the CT DEP, and the EPA tell them the only solution is to put their health and the health of young children at risk.

Thank you for your time and consideration to this matter.

A concerned parent and resident of Stratford,

